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Loving Cup returns in third visit to Home Hill
THE Home Hill community has again
accepted the opportunity to host a Melbourne Cup trophy—the third time in
recent history that the $200,000 18-carat
gold cup has been on display locally.
With extra local significance behind the
2019 Lexus Melbourne Cup Trophy because of the gold used in the production
being mined at the Evolution Mt Carlton
Mine south-west of Home Hill, the Cup
was displayed at the Sweet FM Studios,
where interviews were carried out.
It was then taken to the Home Hill Race
Track, where it was welcomed by members of the Burdekin Race Club and other racing fans.

Anika McManus and Mark Brown of Evolution
Mining with Sweet FM prize winner, Angie Molino.

In its centenary year of the design
known as the “Loving Cup”, because of its three handles for the
owner, trainer and jockey, the trophy proved popular with all ages
wherever it was displayed.
Ayr resident, Angie Molino gained
a real winning feeling from the
Cup appearance at Sweet FM, as
a simple phone call to the station
in a competition run in conjunction
with the visit resulted in her winning a prize valued at $300, provided by the station and Evolution
Mining.
The Cup trophy moved to the Burdekin Race Track, where club
president, Torrie Davies highlighted the fact that it was the third
visit by a Cup trophy to the track.
He said that in 2014, “it was here
on a Saturday Race Day and the
community turned out by the hundreds to have their individual photos taken”.
He also advised that the Moraitis
family, who owned and raced the
winner of the 1997 Melbourne
Cup, Might and Power, “attended
one of our Burdekin Growers
Race Days and proudly showed
off their trophy to attending patrons”.
He said that particular day was
recorded as the biggest attendance ever at the race course—five
and a half thousand people.
Mr Davies told of the history of the
Burdekin Club from its beginnings
as the Home Hill Race Club in
1930 when it shared meetings
with the Ayr Race Club and of the
Home Hill Club’s long association
with the Melbourne Cup.
“The Melbourne Cup has been
celebrated by the Burdekin community for as long as I can remember,” Mr Davies said. “As a
young boy I used to look forward

to helping set up at our race course
and watch and enjoy the local Melbourne Cup celebrations.
“The
Council awarded a public holiday for
Home Hill residents on Melbourne
Cup Day for a number of years.”
Each event included guest speakers
from the Victoria Racing Club (VRC)
including former foreman for Bart
Cummings, Joe Agresta and VRC’s
Racing Engagements and Cup Tour
Manager, Joe McGrath. “Evolution
Mining Mount Carlton General Manager Anton Kruger also attended
along with others from the Evolution
team.
A “Barrier Draw” resulted in number
22 being drawn. If it coincides with
the barrier of the winning Cup horse,
a local charity could win $50,000.

Acting Burdekin Mayor, Sue Perry and
Race Club President, Torrie Davies with the
barrier draw number “22”, which could win
a local charity $50,000.

Former Bart Cummings Stable Foreman,
Joe Agresta (left) with local cup followers,
Hannelore Lorfing and Robyn Hewson, who
dressed for the centenary celebrations.

HOME HILL Chamber of Commerce members were recently
given a close look at the current situation with the Home Hill
Water Supply, which has
prompted the Burdekin Shire
Council to spend almost $3
million on the construction of a
five megalitre storage facility
near the existing water tower.
Two council engineering department officers attended a
recent networking meeting of
the Chamber to explain how
the off-line storage capacity of
the town’s water supply was
down to four hours at times and
the new work would increase
that capacity 12-fold to 40
hours, allowing council to ensure continuity of supply
through and following disasters
or other unplanned events. Few
local residents would have realised just how low our water reserves were getting to.
COUNCIL rate notices will
probably appear in the not-toodistant future and it is to be
hoped that Home Hill residents
are not penalised again, as in
previous years, with a so-called
“special general rate” which
results in higher general rates
charged over and above the
normal land valuations set by
the state government. While
Ayr is benefitting from hundreds of thousands of dollars
being spent on major projects
such as a new Tourist Information Centre and a Children’s
Playground and discussions
under way on upgrading the
former Junior Soccer Grounds
in Ayr for a new sporting complex, Home Hill gets very little
for its rates (and the extra
charges) - not even enough to
brighten up our central business district. At the present
time, that area is an absolute
mess, with little being done to
clean up the frontages of the
many empty shops in the town.
The Chamber and Home Hill
High School art students are
doing their bit to try to add

The finer points of Home Hill . .

WHILE it is no secret that our town
does have many empty shops, at least
there is one business sector in the
town that is moving forward in a positive way. The Home Hill Comfort Stop
(pictured) has always been a popular
stopping point for backpackers and
grey nomads—and now our local caravan parks are showing signs of gaining
increasing support from those travellers who are willing to pay for the facilities they use. We understand the start
to the crushing season may have add-

ed to the number of tourists stopping
in local parks such as the Council facility, another park in the main street
is also attracting increased support on
top of those who make use of the former Home Hill Showgrounds for a
stopover and we have been told that
the Groper Creek Caravan Park is at
capacity—which is normal for this time
of the year. All those visitors add to
the economic benefits for our town
from everyone supporting our local
businesses.

some colour to the CBD, but a lot more
is needed to improve the outlook—
especially with so many visitors stopping over in the town at this time of the
year. Cr Uli Liessmann has commented in his column on the lack of action
on a non-working town clock, while the
town badly needs new banners that do
something to market the district—not
the current ones that have been falling
apart in the lightest breeze. If the
Council has moved to hit the town
again with extra rates, they could at
least spend the money on the Home
Hill side of the river to clean up the
CBD’s outlook. Cr Liessmann’s desire
for a footpath sweeper is becoming
even more desirable by the day!

sition for very long, but because of
other commitments, he would very
much like to find a replacement. The
Chamber has not had much success
with finding a permanent secretary in
recent years, but if anyone with the
talents for the position is willing to
make themselves available, they
would be very welcome.

CHAMBER of Commerce members in
Home Hill are reminded that the annual meeting will take place from 5.30pm
on Wednesday, August 21 at the Tom
Jackson Room of the Memorial Hall
Complex. The election of officers will
take place and even though the Chamber has a secretary in place, it is now
hoped that someone else will put their
hand up to take the position. The current secretary has not been in the po-

LAST month, we mentioned the fact
that a month after the recent Federal
election was completed, there were
still signs standing in and around the
Home Hill District promoting candidates. We didn’t, at the time, name
the Party concerned, hoping they
would do the right thing and take them
down. Unfortunately, that has not
been the case, so, as a result, we
would now ask the Katter’s Australia
Party candidate to do the right thing
and remove the visual pollution from
our streets, now that it has reached
two months after the election ended.
We would hate to see the signs still up
when the next election comes around.
It doesn’t say much about what that
Party thinks of Home Hill?
- DAVID JACKSON

Disappointment as races abandoned
MEMBERS of the Burdekin
Race Club have expressed
their disappointment over
the abandonment of their
July race meeting because
of what Jockeys and Stewards
determined
were
“inconsistencies
in
the
track”.
The introduction of the July
race meeting was an innovation this year, replacing another meeting that was held
during the year. However,
the club is now hoping it
could be transferred to another time of the year, possibly February.
The club’s disappointment
stemmed from the fact that
they had received the best
overall nominations in some
time for the meeting from
trainers and owners from
Rockhampton through to
Cairns and the Atherton Tableland.
The club were also disappointed at the late notice,
considering the time and
effort that had gone into preparing for the race meeting
by their volunteers including
setting up the course and
making catering arrangements.
Some of those visiting owners and trainers also expressed their dissatisfaction
at the late notice of the cancellation of the meeting, after

Jockeys, Stewards, Burdekin Race Club members and owners and trainers discuss the track
conditions, which led to the abandonment of the Home Hill race meeting early in July.
travelling long distances with their
horses to participate.
All five races had full fields, with
three of those also including emergencies—which would have provided an excellent afternoon of racing
for local patrons.
However, as horses in the first race
were being saddled, jockeys undertook an inspection of areas of
the track they believed were unsafe, including one area on the
First Street side, near to where the
road enters the centre of the race
course and another at the top of
the home straight.
With jockeys putting their lives on
the line in horse racing, they have
the final say on whether a race
meeting goes ahead or not, depending on the conditions.
Some punters stayed on to follow
the southern events on-course
while others left after the abandonment was announced.
The next race meeting in Home Hill

Burdekin Race Club president, Torrie Davies inspects
part of the home straight which was deemed
“inconsistent” for racing.
will be held on Saturday, November 2—the
popular Derby Day/Ladies Day meeting.
Other forthcoming meetings include the
Boys from the Bush afternoon on Saturday,
January 11; another on Saturday, April 18,
for which planning is under way; and the
Burdekin Growers Race Day, to be held on
Saturday, May 16, 2020.

CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill
* BISTRO open
Monday to Saturday
for great meals for
lunch and dinner

Pool competition every
Thursday night

Friendly and helpful
staff to assist with all
your requirements in
our Bottlemart
Drive-Through

* Poker Machines
* Foxtel for sports
* Budget
accommodation

Our newly air conditioned
front bar area

Phone 4782 1007

New lease of life for Commercial Hotel
THE return of the famed seahorse races
and a new signature brew are among
the offerings now available at Home
Hill’s Commercial Hotel, which is under
new management.
Taken over by old school mates, Andrew
Wyeth and Nathan James, the hotel has
a new lease on life since it reopened on
April 23, 2019.
Mr Wyeth is a third-generation publican, following in the footsteps of his
father and grandfather.
He recalled the Commercial Hotel being
a big drawcard for locals and visitors
alike and he wanted to return it to its
former glory.
As a child, he had visited the Burdekin
Shire from an early age.
“It’s a pretty special place to me,” he
said. “When I used to come here, the
Commercial Hotel was a the biggest pub
in town.
“There’s probably a bit of nostalgia
there, trying to get the pub back to its
former glory.

Open now
for your
enjoyment

“I remember the good times when my family did
take me in there. They had raffles and it was five
deep at the bar.”
Mr Wyeth said they were bringing back the pub’s
famed seahorse races, courtesy of former licensee Gary Stapleton, he had introduced a courtesy bus - available at any time - and had connected with a contract brewer to create Home Hill
Lager.
“It’s become quite popular and has been a big
seller," he said.
Mr Wyeth said they also planned to work to
support the local state schools.
He said it would be the first time he’d been in
business with Mr James, a friend of his since
1992.
Opening the hotel from its closed state was an
“epic challenge,” Mr Wyeth said.
However, he said the community had backed the
watering hole’s return.
“The support we’ve had from the community has
been outstanding.
“They’re really happy and they really want the
pub to succeed.
“It's been quite humbling the amount of effort

New Hotel Manager, Andrew Wyeth
people have gone to, to help us succeed.”
He said they also had chefs, Tony Drage
and Michele Groseta, who are well renowned at the hotel.
The Commercial Hotel is open from 10am
until 10pm every day.
Raffles are held every Friday night at
7.30pm and Sundays at 4pm.
Visit http://commercialhotel.net.au/ or
find the Commercial Hotel on Facebook.

COMMERCIAL HOTEL
Eighth Avenue, Home Hill—Phone 4782 1078
OPEN 10am to 10pm, Monday to Sunday

COMING SOON!





DROVER JOHN’S CAFÉ—Open 7
days for lunch and dinner
SEAHORSE RACES—hosted by former Licensee, Gary Stapleton;
TAB opening in the coming weeks!
KENO is coming!

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!







RAFFLES—Friday, 7.30pm; Sunday—4pm.
POOL COMPETITION—Every Wednesday
from 7pm—First place $100; second place,
six-pack of beer.
SPIN 2 WIN—Thursday from 4pm to 6pm.
CHASE THE ACE—2pm to 4pm—Jackpots
weekly if not won.
BACKPACKERS NIGHT on Thursdays.

Drop empty cans and bottles for recycling into the RED recycling bale
All proceeds to Gumlu Primary School to assist their Outdoor
Education Program (Sending kids to camp)

Exchange revisited
A FORMER Rotary Exchange Student from Denmark returned to her
second “home town” in Australia with
her family in July, to renew acquaintances with three of her host families
and some the students who she met
during her original year-long stay in
the town 30 years ago.
During her first visit to the town,
Anne Emborg was hosted for three
months each by David and Desley
Jackson, George and Beth Wall,
Rodney and Beth Prescott and Jim
and Lorraine Haxton.
The Haxton family has since left
town, but the other three families
gathered for a barbecue to meet
Anne, her husband Kim and their
daughters, Cecilie and Mille.
The family also took up the opportunity to meet up with a number of
former Year 12 students who completed their education at the Home
Hill High School with Anne during
her stay.

Former Danish Exchange Student, Anne Emborg (standing centre) and her husband, Kim (left)
with former Home Hill High School students, Anita Magee (nee Jackson), Richard Wall, Peter
McKaig, Julie Bourke (Davies) and Fina Towler (Strano).

Attending the barbecue for host families were (from left) George and Beth Wall with (standing)
Chelsea and Richard Wall and (seated) Ellla Mummery and Raynor Wall, Desley Jackson and
Anita Magee, Beth and Rodney Prescott and (standing) Anne Emborg with her children,
Cecilie and Mille and husband Kim.

Burdekin Motor-Inn

Bridge Bar Café Steak House
Open 10am till 2pm, Monday to Friday
We are just a phone call away on 4782 1511
if you would like to get together
when we are closed

THURSDAY NIGHT
— from 6pm —

FRIDAY NIGHT
and SATURDAY

is ROAST NIGHT

is GRILL NIGHT

Home-made soup —
Assorted meats and veggies —
plus Home-made sweets

Buffet Salad and Veggie Bar

All for $22
Buffet-style or Table Service

Always open unless booked
for a private function
For all your bookings
phone 4782 1511

Burdekin Region Mills
Weekly Production Figures

Week 08 ending July 27, 2019
Cane crushed This Week

AFTER being awarded the prize for the best window display in Home Hill during
the Sweet Days, Hot Nights Festival in June, Queensland Country Credit Union
manager, Lyn Collins (left) announced that $400 of the prize money would be
donated to the Schools Chaplaincy in the Burdekin. She is pictured handing the
donation over to the Home Hill High School Chaplain, Jennie Dowie.

Classified Advertisements

Jimmy’s Handyman
& Fencing Service






Painting
Tiling
Fencing
Lawn & Garden Service
Repairs & Maintenance

Liessmann & Sons
Plumbing & Gas Fitting

HOME HILL — Phone 4782 1612
* CEMENT * PAINT * TIMBER
* PLUMBING & GAS SUPPLIES
* POTTING MIXTURE * ALL FERTILISERS
* L.P. GAS SALES
1 Fourth Street, Home Hill —Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin
CCS
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin

142,527
84,008
48,905
79,273
354,713
14.22
14.90
14.06
14.53
14.43

Season to
Date
808,636
461,371
478,684
498,587
2,247,278
13.69
14.10
13.61
13.89
13.80

Comments —
Just under 355,000 tonnes of cane were
crushed across the Burdekin’s four mills in a
week that included a scheduled stop at
Invicta’s B side. Kalamia’s throughput was
significantly reduced due to an extended
stop to repair a broken return bar on No. 1
mill. The highest CCS sample for week 8
was 17.6 from a rake of Q240 plant cane
recorded in the Pioneer area. This week,
scheduled stops are planned for Pioneer and
Inkerman Mills on Tuesday, July 30. More
than 25 per cent of the district’s forecast crop
has now been processed, with Wilmar’s Burdekin mills achieving the milestone of two
million tonnes crushed on Tuesday, July 23.
There have been two suspected cases of
arson to cane farms in the Kalamia area.
Deliberately-lit fires not only impact harvesting and crushing operations, but they cause
significant risk to property and lives. Please
report any suspicious activity to police.
Peter Luke, Cane Supply Manager,
Burdekin Region

The Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce acknowledges and
appreciates the
support of
Wilmar Sugar’s
Inkerman Mill
with the printing of
the Home Hill News.

Councillor
comment . .
Cr Uli Liessmann reports on council activities –
COULD the person or persons who left their pet catfish
in the water feature at the Diorama, plus two catfish
wings, please pick them up, as I don’t think we are
ready just yet to start an public aquarium.
Thanks any way.
With the help of Roxanne Roberts (pictured below), the
Home Hill State High School’s art teacher, together
with the generosity and donations from the Home Hill
Chamber of Commerce and Home Hill Rotary and the
donation of the empty Eighth Avenue shop windows by
Trevor Haller, the year ten high school art students
have been able to
display their art
work.
This has made a
major improvement
to the western side
streetscape of Home
Hill.
Please go and have
a look and enjoy
some of the young
local talent.
It’s good to know our
High School students are being encouraged to have

faith in their town.
Cheesed off and spitting chips —where did we go wrong
and what am I missing?
So how hard is it to get the Home Hill town clock—a
community investment and an asset—repaired or even
looked at? Sorry I forgot the clock is on the wrong side of
the river.
This has gone on for many months or more. Surely there
must be a realistic time frame to get public assets repaired and if it can’t be repaired, it needs to be replaced.
Money is always available for all matter of feasibility
studies etc. Oops! I forgot . . . it’s not in the budget.
This is not funny anymore. In fact, it’s a disgrace and an
insult to the people of Home Hill. So much for trying to
attract tourists. These are my views only.
To contact me, please phone (mob) 0439822064 or
email councillor.liessmann@burdekin.qld.gov.au or
www.uliliessmann.com.au
- ULI LIESSMANN

Choral Society leads Christmas in July celebrations
CHRISTMAS in July celebrations came to Home Hill at the end of July, as the Home Hill Choral Society members led an evening of Carol Singing for local community members and visiting Backpackers and Grey Nomads who joined in the entertainment. Following the same lines

Choral Society president, Erin Brennan read
a story to the children.

as the celebrations at
Christmas, the small
crowd were able to join
in the singing, while
children were also
entertained.

Choral Society members entertained with Carol Singing during the
Christmas in July celebrations.

Where to get your coffee fix in Home Hill . .
COFFEE lovers in Home Hill have several options to
gain their coffee fix in the town whenever
they need it.
Burdekin Motor Inn’s Coffee Lounge and
Café is open from 9am to 2pm, with homemade cheese cakes, burgers, wraps, meals
and lamingtons. They also offer Iced Coffee
“made the old-fashioned way”.
Crown Hotel has coffee available from 10am
on a daily basis, with the added incentive of a
variety of cheese cakes and Gluten Free
cakes to choose from.
Dee & Vee’s Takeaway complements their
menu with tasty coffee seven days a week. Meals and
coffee are available Monday and Tuesday from 10am till

2pm; Wednesday and Thursday from 10am to 7.30pm;
Friday from 10am till 8pm; Saturday from
11am till 7.30pm and Sunday from 4pm till
7.30pm.
Home Hill Newsagency also provides their
self-service “I Love Coffee” facility, at $3 per
cup. They are open from 5.30am to 5.30pm,
Monday to Friday, from 5.30am to 1pm on
Saturday and from 5.30am to 11am on Sunday,
The Home Hill Olympic Swimming Pool is
open in pool hours for local residents and
visitors alike to meet their coffee desires from
the pool entry area from 5.30am to 9am and 1pm to 6pm
daily throughout winter.

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisans Community invite you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at the
Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 10am to 5pm each day from Wednesday to Friday and 10am to 2pm Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea
in the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;
Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from
February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529).
Burdekin Toastmasters hold their dinner meetings at The Crown Hotel on the first and third Thursday of each month.
Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418
783 799 for details of how to participate.
Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place;
For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Course (4782 1632—amongst the cane fields
on Iona Road), at the Home Hill Bowling Green (4782 1185—in Ninth Avenue); or at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the
centre of the Home Hill Race Track.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the winter months.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month.
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.
Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.
Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill every Saturday evening;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the
plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the Choral Society Hall in Ninth Avenue—from 7pm to
8.30pm. Everyone welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.
Comments on our town or services would be appreciated, Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com

